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First Lutheran is a community, a gathering of people of
diverse ages, cultures and traditions.
Just as Jesus opened himself to all and, by implication,
opened the reign of God to all, so we, the members of
First Lutheran seek to do the same.
Therefore, all are welcome here regardless of their race,
gender or sexual orientation; regardless of their social,
economic, educational, linguistic or relationship status;
regardless of their citizenship, religious or cultural
background or makeup of their family; and regardless of
their physical, mental, emotional or spiritual condition.
There is a place for you in our community worship,
service and life.
To our Visitors: Welcome! You are invited to sign our
guest book in the Narthex (lobby) and join us for coffee
and conversation downstairs after worship, where our
friendly congregants will meet and greet you.
A special welcome to worshippers who are unable to be
physically present and are joining us online for today’s
service.
First Lutheran is easily accessible via major city routes
- 41st Avenue and Kingsway – and Bus #41 runs west
from the Joyce Street Skytrain station. Ample parking is
available in a lot just west of the church and on the
church side of the two streets--Wales Street and 42nd
Avenue. The wheelchair entrance is also the office
entrance on 42nd Avenue.
For your convenience, there is an elevator in the
southwest corner of the building, fully accessible
washrooms on the main floor in the northwest corner
and two washrooms down the stairs at the east end of the
lower level. A childcare play area is on the lower level.
The present building, erected in 1957, is the third in our
history. Founded by Scandinavian fishermen, First
Lutheran is tied closely to the history of Vancouver.
Our logo reflects our ethnic and Christian roots, our
West Coast location as well as the varied people and
cultures which enrich our life and ministry together.
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The Nativity of Our Lord
December 25, 2015
Worshippers may wish to light a votive candle in memory of a loved one or for meditation. This may be done at any
time before or during the liturgy except during community prayers, readings or homily. Since the number of candles
is limited and to avoid mishaps, parents and caregivers are asked to be attentive when allowing children to light one.

INTRODUCTION
On this Christmas morning the people of God gather to celebrate the birth of the Word made flesh, Christ our Lord.
Luke recounts the familiar story of shepherds and angels; John’s gospel tells of the Word that dwells among us, full of
grace and truth. The meaning of Christmas is made clear: the light shines in the darkness. It is in the liturgy that we
encounter the Word made flesh—in the people of God gathered together as the body of Christ, and in the meal around
the holy table. We go forth to be bearers of light as we proclaim this good news to all the ends of the earth.

PRELUDE

Schlafe Mein Liebster
In Dulci Jubilo

Johann Sebastian Bach
Johann Sebastian Bach

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING
GATHERING HYMN

# 289 “Angels We Have Heard on High”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray:
Almighty God, you gave us your only son to take on our human nature and to illumine the world
with peace, and to brighten our weary hearts with the coming of your light. Call us out of
darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING Isaiah 52:7-10
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
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8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy;
for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion.
9
Break forth together into singing you ruins of Jerusalem;
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations;
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Response: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. Thanks be to God.

CAROL

# 269 “Once in Royal David’s City”

SECOND READING Hebrews 1: 1-4
1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2 but in these
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he
also created the worlds. 3 He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very
being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins,
he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
Response after the reading: Word of God, Word of Life.

# 267 “Joy to the World”

HYMN

Thanks be to God.

vv. 1-2

GOSPEL: John 1:1 - 14
Response after announcement: Glory to you, O God.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing
came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man
sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all
might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his
own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his
name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and
we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Response to conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN # 267 “Joy to the World” vv. 3-4
HOMILY
HYMN OF THE DAY

# 283 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
“Christmas Child, bring in your light and your love.”
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SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING/OFFERTORY
Forest Green
Paul Manz
Dear members and friends, please note that we are currently facing another deficit year.
As a sign of your gratitude for the gifts that you have received at FLC,
please consider giving as generously as you are able this season.
We are in need of your financial support to maintain the vibrant life of this community.
OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray. Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor
to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing
for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

MEAL
THE PREFACE (Tune: O Come, All Ye Faithful)
Pastor:
May God be with you
People:

And with you, God’s servant

Pastor:

Oh come let us lift our hearts unto our God.

People:

With hearts uplifted, thanks to God we render:
with joy we come before God, in gratefulness implore God,
with thankful hearts adore God evermore!

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Saviour Jesus Christ. In the wonder
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant
vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
THE SANCTUS (Tune: “Hark! The Herald Angels”)
Holy, holy, holy Lord!
God of hosts, by all adored!
Heaven and earth cannot contain all the glory of your name!
Hail, hosanna, God most high!
Blest is he who now draws nigh in the name of God the King!
Hallelujahs glad we sing:
Hail, Hosanna! Praises due
Be forever , Lord, to you!
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING OVER THE GIFTS
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth. Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
(Tune: “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”)
Our Father, Lord, on heav’n’s high throne,
most holy be your name
your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth — in heav’n the same
Give us this day the good we need;
forgiven we may be;
into temptation do not lead,
from evil set us free.
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Yours is the kingdom;
unto you in grateful love we bow;
and yours the power, Lord,
let us view your mighty presence now.
The glory yours; your praise be sung by angel hosts and then,
in ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue forever more. Amen
FRACTION The holy gifts of God for you, the holy people of God. Thanks be to God.
It is Christ who invites all to come to his table where he gives his body and blood, along with the gifts
of forgiveness, life and salvation under the forms of bread and wine. All are welcome to the table of
grace! Bread or a gluten free option are available. All are invited to drink from the first (common) cup
or if desired, to have an individual glass filled from the second (pouring) cup. Grape juice is now
available pre-poured in the trays. Please note that full communion is received when only one of the
elements is consumed.

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

# 286 “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”
“Twas in the Moon”
arr. Healey Willan

SENDING
PRAYER AND BENEDICTION
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
And the blessing of almighty God, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

# 290 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with us. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Gordon Young

From Heaven on High
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December 27
10:30 am First Sunday after Christmas
January 3, 2016
10 am Joint Epiphany service at. St. Thomas
January 4, 2016
9:30 am Church office re-open
Everyone is invited to join us downstairs for
the potluck lunch after service. Thank you to
Joseph Nurani for organizing the event.
On Sunday, December 27 we will worship
with St. Thomas for a Carols Service at
10:30 am at FLC. We will continue with the
tradition of sharing the Feast Day of
Epiphany on January 3, 2016 with St
Thomas Anglican Church. Worship this
year will begin at 10:00 am at St. Thomas.
Evening service will begin its Epiphany
season “Enter with Joy” on January 10.
January 10, 17, 24, 31
February 7

The church office will be closed on
December 24, 2015 at 2 pm and re-open
on January 4, 2016.
Choir practice will resume
on January 7 at 7:30 pm.
Craft Drop-In Reminder
Saturday, January 9, 10 am to noon
Youth Study on “Animate Faith” 2016
January 24
March 13
May 15

February 14
April 10
June 5

Adult Study on “Animate Faith” 2016
January 31
March 20
May 22

February 28
April 24
June 12

Sunday School 2016
January 10, 24

First Lutheran’s Annual General Meeting
(AGM) will be on Friday, February 26, 2016.
Potluck dinner will start at 6:15 pm on the
lower level and business meeting at 7 pm. All
those who have the responsibility of providing
reports for the AGM booklet are to have those
reports in to the church office by Sunday,
February 7, 2016.

Confirmation class 2016, 4:30 pm
January 17
March 6
May 8

February 7, 21
April 3, 17

Students and families are enthusiastically
invited to stay for the evening service as
part of formation.

Congratulations to Pr. Lori-Anne and FLC producer Derek MacNeill on
the successful completion of her second CD “Psalms for a Hopeful
Heart”. Everyone is invited to the album release concert on Friday,
January 29 at 7:30 pm in the sanctuary. Admission is free of charge;
however, all donations will be forwarded to FLC general fund. If you
would like to purchase a CD, please sign up to pre-order on the form
posted in the narthex. Pr. Lori-Anne will donate 10% of the album’s
earnings to the future ministry of FLC as her appreciation to the
congregation for offering its support and encouragement to record.
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Free Wifi is now available at
First Lutheran. To log in:
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You can find First Lutheran on:
FB: First Lutheran Church Vancouver
TWITTER: FirstLutheranVan

THE PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL/SHARING OF THE PEACE
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
“Christmas Child, bring in your light and your love.”

Rejoicing with all the faithful, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all who are in need. A brief silence.
For plants, animals, and people adapting to changing environments; for those affected
by storms or droughts; for farmers, ranchers, seafood harvesters, and all whose labour
brings food to our tables. Christmas Child, bring in your light and your love.
For the people of every nation; for leaders and decision makers; for those who protect the
dignity and safety of others; and for peacemakers, especially those whose efforts are met
with resistance and fear. Christmas Child, bring in your light and your love.
For this assembly; for those who help us to recognize and respond to the needs of our
community; for those who lead us in reaching out in love and service to our neighbours.
Christmas Child, bring in your light and your love.
For those who face prejudice, abuse, or neglect; for those who experience depression;
for those yearning for light within dark spaces in their lives; for those who grieve;
and for all who are sick especially for those whom we name aloud and in our hearts...
Christmas Child, bring in your light and your love.
With thanksgiving, we remember all whose lives have borne witness to your love
revealed to us in Christ, and especially for those whom we name aloud and in our
hearts... Christmas Child, bring in your light and your love.
Pondering the mystery of your love, we offer our prayers in the name of Christ,
the Word made flesh. Amen.

