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First Lutheran is a community, a gathering of people of 
diverse ages, cultures and traditions. 
 
Just as Jesus opened himself to all and, by implication, 
opened the reign of God to all, so we, the members of 
First Lutheran seek to do the same. 
 
Therefore, all are welcome here regardless of their race, 
gender or sexual orientation; regardless of their social, 
economic, educational, linguistic or relationship status; 
regardless of their citizenship, religious or cultural 
background or makeup of their family; and regardless of 
their physical, mental, emotional or spiritual condition.  
There is a place for you in our community worship, 
service and life. 
 
To our Visitors:  Welcome! You are invited to sign our 
guest book in the Narthex (lobby) and join us for coffee 
and conversation downstairs after worship, where our 
friendly congregants will meet and greet you.   
 
A special welcome to worshippers who are unable to be 
physically present and are joining us online for today’s 
service.      
 
First Lutheran is easily accessible via major city routes  
- 41st Avenue and Kingsway – and Bus #41 runs west 
from the Joyce Street Skytrain station.  Ample parking is 
available in a lot just west of the church and on the 
church side of the two streets--Wales Street and 42nd 
Avenue.  The wheelchair entrance is also the office 
entrance on 42nd Avenue. 
 
For your convenience, there is an elevator in the 
southwest corner of the building, fully accessible 
washrooms on the main floor in the northwest corner 
and two washrooms down the stairs at the east end of the 
lower level.  A childcare play area is on the lower level.  
 
The present building, erected in 1957, is the third in our 
history.  Founded by Scandinavian fishermen, First 
Lutheran is tied closely to the history of Vancouver.  
Our logo reflects our ethnic and Christian roots, our 
West Coast location as well as the varied people and 
cultures which enrich our life and ministry together. 
 

5745 Wales Street,Vancouver V5R 3N3 
Phone: 604-435-6020 Fax: 604-430-6930     
Email: info@firstlutheranvancouver.com 

www.firstlutheranvancouver.com 
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Those Serving the Servants Today 
 
Presider   Pr. Sylvia Schmidt 
 
Homilist   Pr. H. Paul Schmidt 
    
Assisting Minister  Carol Laslett 
 
Lector    Adolf Manz  
 
Ministry of Music   

 Organ/Piano  Jeanette Price  
Trumpeter   Karl Maier 
 

Gift Bearers   Blair Duddy 
    Karen Duddy 
 
Tray Holders   Emmanuel Manu 
    Jordan Manu 
 
Communion Servers  Betty Anderson 
    Karen Duddy 
    Deanna Wilson  
    Alex Wilson 
 
Coffee Hour Hosts      Michael Ray 
    Janet Filippelli 
 
Altar Guild   Janet Schreiber 
    Wayne Wong 
    Betty Wong 
 
Offering Counters  Ernie Neumann 
    Betty Wong 
   
If you’d like to serve God and our community by 
assisting in our Sunday worship, please contact Iris 
Kong, our office administrator, at 604.435.6020.  If 
you’d like to help with Coffee Hour, please call Deanna 
Wilson at 604-430-5893 or Betty Wong at 604-877-1578. 



Worshippers may wish to light a votive candle in memory of a loved one or for meditation.  This may be done at any 
time before or during the liturgy except during community prayers, readings or homily.  Since the number of candles is 
limited and to avoid mishaps, parents and caregivers are asked to be attentive when allowing children to light one. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. 
Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today's gospel. Was he 
testing her faith in saying Gentiles don't deserve the goods meant for God's children? Or was he speaking out of his 
human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells 
us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings her or his need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child 
and heir. 
 
PRELUDE   Andante (Violin Sonata, Op. 2, No. 4)    Antonio Vivaldi 
    Aria from ‘Semele’     G. F. Handel��
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

���� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#����� !"#� ������������
 
GATHERING HYMN     #  729   “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” v. 3, organ only 
 
GREETING  
From God our Creator and the Lord Jesus Christ, grace and peace be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray.  Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death into 
life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your 
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.   Amen.  
 

$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!&$%!& ������������
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4–7a 
These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Chapter 34 portrays God's vengeance on Edom, Israel's age-
old enemy, which makes the path from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles' return. The desert itself will flow with water 
to give drink to the returning exiles. 
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Now the Feast and Celebration 
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4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 
 "Be strong, do not fear! 
 Here is your God. 
 He will come with vengeance, 
 with terrible recompense. 
 He will come and save you." 
  5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
 and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 
  6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 
 and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 
 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
 and streams in the desert; 
  7the burning sand shall become a pool, 
 and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 
  Response:  Word of God; word of life.  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 146  (read responsively; congregation reads the bold)  
 
1Halelujah! 
 Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 
 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
3Put not your trust in rulers, 
 in mortals in whom there is no help. 
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
 and in that day their thoughts perish.     
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
 whose hope is in the LORD their God; 
6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
 who keeps promises forever; 
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
 The LORD sets the captive free. 
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; 
 the LORD loves the righteous.    
9The LORD cares for the stranger; 
 the LORD sustains the orphan and widow,  but frustrates the way of the wicked. 
10The LORD shall reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!    
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SECOND READING : James 2:1–17 
Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the world, especially at the expense of the 
poor and weak. Likewise, faith does not pay mere lip-service to God's will. Instead, a living Christian faith 
expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ?  2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your 
assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in,  3and if you take notice of the 
one wearing the fine clothes and say, "Have a seat here, please," while to the one who is poor 
you say, "Stand there," or, "Sit at my feet,"  4have you not made distinctions among 
yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?  5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. 
Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom 
that he has promised to those who love him?  6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the 
rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court?  7Is it not they who blaspheme 
the excellent name that was invoked over you? 
  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, "You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself."  9But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are 
convicted by the law as transgressors.  10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one 
point has become accountable for all of it.  11For the one who said, "You shall not commit 
adultery," also said, "You shall not murder." Now if you do not commit adultery but if you 
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  12So speak and so act as those who are 
to be judged by the law of liberty.  13For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has 
shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment. 
  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have 
works? Can faith save you?  15If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food,  16and one 
of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply 
their bodily needs, what is the good of that?  17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 
  

 Response:  Holy word; holy wisdom.     Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL VERSE (sing before and after the reading)        “Alleluia”    p. 8 
 
GOSPEL:  Mark 7:24–37 
In Mark's gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus' ministry. Here, a conversation 
with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
 

 Response after announcement:  Glory to you, O God. 
 
24From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. 
  He entered a house and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not 
escape notice,  25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard 
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet.  26Now the woman was a Gentile,  



of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter.  27He said 
to her, "Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children's food and throw it to 
the dogs."  28But she answered him, "Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children's 
crumbs."  29Then he said to her, "For saying that, you may go — the demon has left your 
daughter."  30So she went home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis.  32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him.  33He took him aside 
in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue.  34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, "Ephphatha," that is, "Be 
opened."  35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly.  36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it.  37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, "He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak." 
 

  Response to conclusion:  Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
HOMILY (Silence for reflection follows) 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  # 612   “Healer of Our Every Ill” 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.” 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY     Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring  J. S. Bach 
 
“AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT” (All rise)      p. 10 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER          p. 11 
 

' �(' �(' �(' �(' �(' �(' �(' �(' �(' �(' �(' �( ������������
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING          p. 11 
 
“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”         p. 11 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING         (Eucharistic Acclamations # 2 and # 3) 
 
THROUGH CHRIST, WITH CHRIST, IN CHRIST     p. 13 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name your kingdom come,  
 your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial  and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.   Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the table of mercy, where the feast of life is spread.  Thanks be to God.   
 
“LAMB OF GOD”          p. 14 
 
It is Christ who invites all to come to his table where he gives his body and blood, along with the gifts of 
forgiveness, life and salvation under the forms of bread and wine.  All are welcome to the table of 
grace! Bread or a gluten free option are available.  All are invited to drink from the first (common) cup 
or if desired, to have an individual glass filled from the second (pouring) cup. Grape juice is available 
pre-poured in the trays. Please note that full communion is received when only one of the elements is 
consumed.    
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION      #  617   “We Come to You for Healing, Lord”  
                 Meditation     Jacques Arcadelt  
 

“THANKS BE TO YOU” (All rise)        p. 15 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION   
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that you welcome us to your table and satisfy 
our deepest hunger and thirst. By your gifts of word and holy meal, strengthen us to take 
up the cross as we go about our callings in this world, following after Jesus Christ, our 
servant Lord. Amen. 
 

	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#�	 #&"#� ������������
 
BLESSING            p. 16 
 
SENDING HYMN  # 551   “The Spirit Sends us Forth to Serve” 
 
DISMISSAL         Go in peace. Share the good news.  Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Toccata in F    Dietrich Buxtehude   
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This Week 
 

Monday 
No Centering Prayer, 7 pm 

 

Wednesday 
Communion Service at St. Thomas, 10 am 

 

Thursday 
Choir, 7:30 pm 

 

Saturday 
“Let’s Talk About It”, 10:30 am 

 

Next Sunday 
Pentecost 16, 10:30 

Choir resumes this Thursday, September 10th, 
at 7:30 pm 

Our great thanks to Pr. Sylvia and Paul 
Schmidt for leading the service this morning.  
Pr. Lori-Anne will return to the office this 
Thursday.   
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Youth Bowling Day! 
 

When: Saturday, September 26 
Time:  3-5 pm, meeting at FLC 
Address: 10576 King George Blvd, Surrey 

CHURCH WORKDAY  
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

 

Calling volunteers for another workday! 
9 am - noon approximately 

 

Roof gutters, sanctuary cleaning, painting.   
 

Any questions call John Morley  
604-435-5674 or jamor@telus.net 

LET'S TALK ABOUT IT:  
GRIEF AND GRIEVING PROCESS 

Facilitator: Sandi Strate 
 

To help members and friends who are still 
in grief and appreciate some extra help, 

another session is  scheduled on  
 

Saturday, September 12  
Time: 10:30 - noon 

 
Refreshments provided. 

Please register with church office  
or indicate your attendance on the sign up 

sheet posted in the narthex.  

 

Hawaiian Theme BBQ! 
 

 

First Lutheran Church will be hosting 
a Hawaiian theme BBQ, on Sunday, 
September 20 from after service to 
1:30 pm on the lower level.  Come 
dress Hawaiian and be prepared to 
dance hula hula and sing!  There will 
be music, burgers and drinks, and a 
chance to reconnect with our  friends 
and neighbours after the summer! 
Everyone is invited to bring your own 
family and friends to join in the 
fun!  Please contact Deanna Wilson, 
or Betty and Wayne Wong to 
indicate your food preference 
before September 13.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted in the narthex.  
Volunteers to clean up after BBQ is 
needed.   



9 

The Altar Guild is in need of more volunteers. For a variety of reasons, several people are 
no longer able to help.  Time commitment is approximately one Sunday per month, 45 min 
before or after worship.  New volunteers can work together with an experienced volunteer 
for the first 3 months. If you are interested, please contact Janet Schreiber. 
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Ministers   God's People 
 
Pastor     Lori-Anne Boutin-Crawford 

    604.720.7255�
 
Minister of Music   Jeanette Price 
     604.251.2656 
 
Office Administrator  Iris Kong  
     
Caretaker   Peter dela Torre 
 
Altar Guild Coordinator     
    Janet Schreiber 
 
Liturgical Artist   June Schramm    
 

Church Council 
 
Lanny Harris - Chairperson 
John Morley - Vice Chairperson  

Ernie Neumann - Treasurer 

Mikhail Lennikov - Secretary  

Sylvia Harris - Envelope Secretary 

Alex Wilson - Property 
John Morley - Property 

Wayne Wong - Property and Fellowship & Hospitality 

Deanna Wilson - Fellowship and Hospitality 

Betty Wong - Fellowship and Hospitality 
Debbie Powell - Outreach Adult (seniors) 

Mikhail Lennikov - Outreach Technology 

Felix Opoku - Outreach Youth & Young Adults 

June Heywood - Education & Human Resources    

Marly Zell - Human Resources       
Jen Langerud - Human Resources 

Brad Langerud - Music and Worship 

Ray Hartley - Member at large 

Mutual Ministry Committee:  
 
Sandi Strate - Chairperson 
Russell Collins 
Anne Johnson 
Arvid Vimb 
Shannon Ingersoll  

Free Wifi is now available at 
First Lutheran.  To log in:  
 
User name: flcwifi 
Password: flc1890 

You can find First Lutheran on: 
FB: First Lutheran Church Vancouver 
TWITTER: FirstLutheranVan 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: “Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.” 
 
With confidence in God's compassion and generosity, let us pray for the church, the world, 
and all of God's creation. A brief silence. 
 
O God, we pray for the church. Give it the courage to translate faith into action.  
Guide the hands and feet of the faithful to answer the needs so abundant in this world.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for streams, pools, springs of water, oceans, lakes, and rivers. Protect all water 
sources that refresh and sustain the land, animals, and human beings.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the world's leaders, that they act for the good of all. We pray for all workers, 
those who can find no work, those who work in unsafe conditions, and those whose labour  
is exploited. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for this assembly. Make it a place of equality, welcome, and full inclusion. 
Empower us to live out radical hospitality. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who lack daily food, who are fearful, and who suffer in body, mind,  
or spirit especially... Come and save them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, we remember all who have gone before us and give thanks for their faith and their 
works, especially... Give us the fortitude to carry on in the work left for us.  
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  Amen. 
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