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First Lutheran is a community, a gathering of people of
diverse ages, cultures and traditions.
Just as Jesus opened himself to all and, by implication,
opened the reign of God to all, so we, the members of
First Lutheran seek to do the same.
Therefore, all are welcome here regardless of their race,
gender or sexual orientation; regardless of their social,
economic, educational, linguistic or relationship status;
regardless of their citizenship, religious or cultural
background or makeup of their family; and regardless of
their physical, mental, emotional or spiritual condition.
There is a place for you in our community worship,
service and life.
To our Visitors: Welcome! You are invited to sign our
guest book in the Narthex (lobby) and join us for coffee
and conversation downstairs after worship, where our
friendly congregants will meet and greet you.

Those Serving the Servants Today
Presider/Homilist

Pr. Lori-Anne Boutin-Crawford

Assisting Minister

Sylvia Harris

Lector

June Heywood

Ministry of Music
Organ/Piano
Cantor
Flutist
Trumpeter

Jeanette Price
Lorna Hau
Anne Johnson
Karl Maier

Gift Bearers

Alex Wilson
Jackie Cleroux

Communion Servers

Jackie Cleroux
Alex Wilson
Deanna Wilson
Lanny Harris

Tray Holders

Ingrid Anderson
Joy Anderson

Coffee Hour Hosts

___________

Altar Guild

Carol Laslett
Jackie Cleroux
Christine Neumann

Offering Counters

Lanny Harris
Alex Wilson

A special welcome to worshippers who are unable to be
physically present and are joining us online for today’s
service.
First Lutheran is easily accessible via major city routes
- 41st Avenue and Kingsway – and Bus #41 runs west
from the Joyce Street Skytrain station. Ample parking is
available in a lot just west of the church and on the
church side of the two streets--Wales Street and 42nd
Avenue. The wheelchair entrance is also the office
entrance on 42nd Avenue.
For your convenience, there is an elevator in the
southwest corner of the building, fully accessible
washrooms on the main floor in the northwest corner
and two washrooms down the stairs at the east end of the
lower level. A childcare play area is on the lower level.
The present building, erected in 1957, is the third in our
history. Founded by Scandinavian fishermen, First
Lutheran is tied closely to the history of Vancouver.
Our logo reflects our ethnic and Christian roots, our
West Coast location as well as the varied people and
cultures which enrich our life and ministry together.
5745 Wales Street,Vancouver V5R 3N3
Phone: 604-435-6020 Fax: 604-430-6930
Email: info@firstlutheranvancouver.com

www.firstlutheranvancouver.com

If you’d like to serve God and our community by
assisting in our Sunday worship, please contact Iris
Kong, our office administrator, at 604.435.6020. If
you’d like to help with Coffee Hour, please call Deanna
Wilson at 604-430-5893 or Betty Wong at 604-877-1578.

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 11, 2016
Holy Communion, “Tree of Life”
Worshippers may wish to light a votive candle in memory of a loved one or for meditation. This may be done at any
time before or during the liturgy except during community prayers, readings or homily. Since the number of candles is
limited and to avoid mishaps, parents and caregivers are asked to be attentive when allowing children to light one.

INTRODUCTION
The grumbling of the Pharisees and the scribes in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners
and eats with them. That our God wills to seek and to save the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As Paul’s
first letter to Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

PRELUDE

Samuel Wesley
George Frederic Handel

Morning Prelude
Where’re You Walk

GATHERING
ANNOUNCEMENTS
ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

p.2

GATHERING SONG

p.3

“Tree of Life, Entrance Hymn”

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE

p. 4

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray:
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may turn away from that which is not of
you, and we may follow all things that sustain our life in the Beloved One, Christ Jesus. Amen.

WORD
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading
shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are
God’s own people and boldly asks mercy for them.
7

The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
9
Egypt!’
The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are.
10
Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them;
and of you I will make a great nation.” 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said,
“O LORD, why does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It
was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume
them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not
bring disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how
you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the
stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they
14
shall inherit it forever.’
And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he
planned to bring on his people.

”

”

Response after the reading: Word of God; Word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PSALM 51:1-10 (cantor sings the refrain; then all sing refrain)
Tone

Refrain

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.
2
Wash me through and through | from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.
4

For I know | my offenses, and my sin is ev- | er before me.
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R
5
Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother's womb.
6
Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom | deep within.
7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow.
8
Let me hear | joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
9
Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
10
Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me. R
3
4

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17
The letters to Timothy are called the Pastoral Epistles because they contain advice especially intended for leaders
in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the
most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.
12

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me
faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for that very reason I received
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making
me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
Response after the reading: Holy Word; holy wisdom. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sing before and after reading. All rise)

p. 10

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting. God
takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that his or her recovery brings joy in
heaven.

Response after announcement: Glory to you, O God.

5

1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with
them.” 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing
one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost
until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. 6And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over
one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.
8
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin
that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.”
Response to conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ.

HOMILY (Silence for reflection follows)
HYMN OF THE DAY

# 690 “We Raise Our Hands To You, O Lord”

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: “God of Grace, hear our prayer.”

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING/OFFERTORY

This Is My Father’s World
“COME, LET US BRING”

OFFERTORY PRAYER (All rise)

Robert Hobby
p. 13
p. 13

MEAL
GREAT THANKSGIVING

p. 14

“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY”

p. 14

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Prayer over the gifts)
THE LORD’S PRAYER

p. 17

6

It is Christ who invites all to come to his table where he gives his body and blood, along with the gifts of
forgiveness, life and salvation under the forms of bread and wine. All are welcome to the table of
grace! Bread or a gluten free option are available. All are invited to drink from the first (common) cup
or if desired, to have an individual glass filled from the second (pouring) cup. Grape juice is available
pre-poured in the trays. Please note that full communion is received when only one of the elements is
consumed.

FRACTION (as the bread is broken)
The holy gifts of God for you, the holy people of God. Thanks be to God.
“LAMB OF GOD”

p. 17

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION

# 608
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”
Largo in F Major
Antonio Vivaldi

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
“BY YOUR HAND YOU FEED YOUR PEOPLE”

p. 18

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

p. 19

SENDING
BLESSING

p. 19

SENDING HYMN
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE

# 834 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Paul Manz

Ebenezer

The new furnace for the sanctuary is now installed and running. Many thanks to all
those members who have contributed donations. We are happy to announce that the
full cost of $11,865 has been covered.
Barbara Schaub has overseen this project from the beginning, including getting
quotations, assisting with installation, obtaining Hydro grants, encouraging donations etc.
Congratulations and thanks to Barbara for a job very well done.
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This Week
Today
Parish Listening Gathering, after service
Monday
Parkinson’s Disease Walk, 1:30 PM
(see announcement elsewhere)
Centering Prayer, 7:15 pm
Wednesday
Communion Service at St. Thomas, 10 am
Thursday
Choir, 7:30 PM
Next Sunday
Pentecost 18, 10:30 am
Children’s Worship, 10:45 am

A walk to support Parkinson’s Disease
research will be held tomorrow from 1:303:30 PM at Confederation Track, 4548
Albert Street in Burnaby. Members and
friends are encouraged to attend to support
this worthy cause. Posters with more
information are posted in the narthex. All
who register and walk will receive a free Tshirt. Please indicate your name and T-shirt
size on the yellow sheet in the narthex.
Our Fifth Annual Super Walk in Burnaby
coincides with the 500th Anniversary of
Luther! With consultation we have decided
(for church walkers) to recycle new or near
new T-shirts from a former year. Their
vibrant green will remind us of the 500,000
trees to be planted before 2017!

Children’s Worship (formerly known as
Sunday School) will be held on the first and
third Sunday of the month, beginning
September 18.

Confirmation Class Schedule
3 - 4:15 PM on Sundays
September 25
October 2, 16, 30
November 13, 27
December 11

September 18
October 2, 16
November 6, 20
December 4
Community BBQ
Saturday, September 24, 11AM - 2 PM
Please sign up in the narthex to help
connect with our neighbours.

If you are able, please stay to attend the
Parish Listening Gathering after worship
today. Know that your presence and
sharing enriches the life of our community.

Please note that Pastor Lori-Anne will be
on study leave this week, taking a course
on Narrative Therapy. She will return to
the office on Wednesday, September 21.

Please remember to save the ice cream
buckets, your used postage stamps,
Campbell soup labels, and “no longer
needed” eye glasses and drop them off in
the church office.
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Greater Vancouver / Lower Fraser Valley
Conference Convention Gathering
September 17th, 2016 – 9:30-3:30
hosted by Mount Olive Lutheran Church
2350 – 148 St., Surrey
Our annual conference convention will feature Bishop Greg Mohr and Rev. Kathy
Martin as session leaders. We will begin to explore how Ministry Areas might take
shape as we transition from the Lower Fraser Valley/Greater Vancouver
Conferences. As you may recall over the past few years we have been making
structural changes in how we gather as a National Church. This means that the way
we come together in our synods has also shifted and consequently like the other
synods we are making a shift from Conferences to Ministry Areas.
At our gathering in the fall we will begin to explore what this might look like for
us. Bishop Greg and Kathy will bring some resources to help guide our
conversation as we consider how we might best support and encourage one another
as we join in God’s mission in our neighbourhoods. There will be some brief
business to conduct as well as time for conversation and fellowship. Each
congregation is invited to send a team of 3 to 5 to join the discussion. Out of your
group please identify 2 people to serve as voting delegates should the need arise.
Since our hosts at Mount Olive will need to arrange refreshments and lunch please
RSVP to Nathan by September 13 with the number of people attending from your
congregation. Registration for the day is $10 per person.
If you are interested in attending this event, please let Pr. Lori-Anne or the
office know.

Transforming Community Connections
Reflection and planning meeting
Friday, September 30, 7 pm - 9 pm
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Bread Ministry Continues!
Artisan Bake Shop is now donating their excessive bread to First Lutheran to
support our bread ministry! Bread is first come first served. Specialty organic bread
with no preservatives and it must go in freezer.

Wayne Wong is looking for donations of soil and three large plant pots of 14-20
inches in diameter. He plans to repot the plants on the lower level. If you have
extra ones at home, please let him know.

HELP URGENTLY NEEDED!
Coffee hour hosts are urgently needed for the remainder of the year. Please sign up
in the narthex or let the Committee or office know if you are able to help on a
Sunday that works for you. When there are no hosts signed up to help with coffee
hour, the responsibility often falls on the shoulders of the committee members.
If you are able, please help share the workload.
The Committee is also looking for coffee hour goodies and coffee to restock the
pantry, which greatly helps our hosts.

Metro Vancouver Alliance 2016 Annual General Meeting
and Delegates’ Assembly will be held on
Thursday, September 22, 2016, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
St. Augustine’s Church, 2028 W 7th Ave, Vancouver
(near Broadway and Maple)
The AGM will review MVA’s active and eventful year campaigning on affordable
housing, income justice, accessible transit and social inclusion.
Come to the AGM to learn more about the progress of these vital campaigns.
Please sign up in the narthex.
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directory
Ministers

God's People

Pastor

Lori-Anne Boutin-Crawford
604.720.7255

Minister of Music

Jeanette Price
604.251.2656

Friends InDeed Lead Coordinator

The Rev. Margaret Marquardt

Friends InDeed Information and Communication Coordinator Elina Singh
Office Administrator

Iris Kong

Caretaker

Peter dela Torre

Altar Guild Coordinator

Janet Schreiber

Liturgical Artists

Linda Collins
Marion Manz
June Schramm

Church Council

Mutual Ministry Committee:

Lanny Harris - Chairperson
John Morley - Vice Chairperson & Property
Ernie Neumann - Treasurer
Jen Langerud - Secretary & Human Resources
Sylvia Harris - Envelope Secretary
Wayne Wong - Property and Fellowship & Hospitality
Deanna Wilson - Fellowship and Hospitality
Betty Wong - Fellowship and Hospitality
Debbie Powell - Outreach Adult (seniors)
Francis Antobre - Outreach Technology
Felix Opoku - Outreach Youth & Young Adults
June Heywood - Education & Human Resources
Brad Langerud - Music and Worship
Ray Hartley - Member at large

Sandi Strate - Chairperson
Russell Collins
Anne Johnson
Arvid Vimb
Shannon Ingersoll

11

Free Wifi is now available at
First Lutheran. To log in:
User name: flcwifi
Password: flc1890

You can find First Lutheran on:
FB: First Lutheran Church Vancouver
TWITTER: FirstLutheranVan

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Each portion of the prayers ends with these words: “God of Grace, hear our prayer.”

Rejoicing in the Spirit’s work among us, let us pray for the church, the world,
and all those in need. A brief silence.
Gracious God, we thank you for your word that strengthens the weak and the faint in heart.
We thank you for your word that encourages the believer and saves sinners.
God of Grace, hear our prayer.
We pray for those places in our world ravaged by natural disaster especially...
Restore the land, and bless the efforts of those who work to save and protect it.
God of Grace, hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of nations and all those in positions of authority.
Guide them as they make decisions for the good of all. Lead them in the ways
that make for peace. God of Grace, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who suffer as the result of war, violence, terrorism, or natural disaster,
especially... And we pray for those who willingly serve others in dangerous situations:
first responders, firefighters, emergency medical personnel, members of the military,
law enforcement. God of Grace, hear our prayer.
Oh Lord of healing, we pray for those who are ill in body or mind. Be with those awaiting
diagnoses—waiting is hard. Be with those who are hospitalized. Guide healers’ hand.
Help us to work to follow through the directions to improve and sustain our health and the
health of the earth’s environment. Guide us through whatever we need to face to sustain our
lives on earth and in eternity. God of Grace, hear our prayer.
We pray for our congregation. Prepare us to welcome and reach out to newcomers. Help us
to have the courage to connect with our neighbours in our community. Be with those who are
sick, injured, or in any need. We pray especially for… and for those whom we name aloud or
silently in our heart. . . . God of Grace, hear our prayer.
Let us remember with thanksgiving the blessed dead who rest from their labours.
We remember especially … and those whom we name aloud or silently in our heart. . . .
Gladden us by their lives of faith, and at the last day unite us in the joy of heaven.
God of Grace, hear our prayer.
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy;
through your Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Would you like to add a prayer petition on Sundays? We invite you to write down your
prayer request on the music stand in the narthex, which will be included each Sunday
in the prayers of the people. Please note that prayer petitions will be refreshed each week.
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